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PFAS National EnvironmentalManagement Plan 



Agenda

Å Background to issue

Å Examples of Australian sites/case studies

Å Heads of EPAs Australia and New Zealand (HEPA) Activities

Å PFAS National Environmental Management Plan ïConsultation Draft 

Å Overview and Questions for Discussion (remaining time)

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_and_territories_of_Australia



Background

Various Government responses 

to Contaminated sites.

An increasing number of 

Contaminated Sites arising 

around Australia.

The need for: 

Å Nationally consistent approach 

to the environmental regulation 

of PFAS

Å Best practice regulatory 

approaches



PFAS in Victoria

In Victoria, PFAS is regulated in accordance with:

ÅThe Australian Governmentôs National Industrial Chemicals Notification and 

Assessment Scheme (NICNAS) has completed reviews in the past of the 

use of PFAS in Australia and provides updates to its alerts regarding these 

chemicals

Å Environment Protection Act 1970which includes:

Å Precautionary principles for protection of human health and the 

environment

Å Ability to issue remedial notices and regulate contaminated sites

Å Environmental Audit System (including the appointment of 

environmental auditors)



PFAS in Victoria

Country Fire Association (CFA) Training 

facility, Fiskville

Å late 2011 - series of media reports of 

human health concerns attributed to 

historic use of chemicals for 

firefighting training at the Fiskvillesite, 

dating back to 1971

Å Independent investigation into the site 

(CFA) Understanding the Past to 

Inform the Future: Report of the 

Independent FiskvilleInvestigationò 

(the ñJoy Reportò), released on 12 

July 2012. 

 



PFAS in Victoria

Å 22 January 2013 - EPA issued two Clean Up Notices 

for the Fiskvillesite on  consistent with EPAôs 

Compliance and Enforcement Policy.

Å The notices required CFA to engage an independent 

EPA-appointed Environmental Auditor to conduct 

environmental audits at the Fiskvillesite (sections 53V 

and 53X of the Environment Protection Act 1970). Also 

require Clean Up Plans for the site and to regularly 

(quarterly) report to EPA on progress against the 

Clean Up Plan.

Å 24 May 2016 - Parliamentary Inquiry into the CFA 

Training College at Fiskvillefinal report was tabled 

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/enrrdc/inquiries/articl

e/2526

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/enrrdc/inquiries/article/2526


PFAS in Victoria

EPA Victoria has also developed the following:

Å A stock-take (via survey) to identify major sites likely to use/hold/historically use PFAS

Å PFAS information on our website and in EPA Publication 1611.3: 

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/your-environment/land-and-groundwater/pfas-in-victoria

Å Guidance to duty holders who have current requirements to manage PFAS-impacted 

wastes: 

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/your-environment/land-and-groundwater/pfas-in-

victoria/managing-pfas-impacted-wastes-in-victoria

Å Worked on a state-wide interagency working group for CFA regional training centres

Å The Department of Defencehas commenced a national program, including 3 Victorian 

Defencesites, to review its estate and investigate and implement a comprehensive 

approach to manage PFAS

Å Hosted the PFAS Summit in April 2017

Å EPA Victoria has continued to lead the PFAS National EnvironmentalManagement Plan

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/your-environment/land-and-groundwater/pfas-in-victoria
http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/your-environment/land-and-groundwater/pfas-in-victoria/managing-pfas-impacted-wastes-in-victoria


PFAS in Queensland

Large Coastline, valued environments including 
Great Barrier Reef and important fisheries.

2011 Initial Driver - concerns due to incident 
response. + Small spill at Cairns

Concerns largest AFFF sources near coast

Concern for releases if fire or product spill.

Developed AFFF policy via extensive consultation

Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/conservation/raineisland-recovery/


Concerns about Historical PFAS Contamination of Land and Waters

E.g. Defence sites, Civilian airports, Fuel Storage, Carton board plant, 
Refinery, Fire training grounds

Defence 2015
PFOS in groundwater at Oakey 



Concerns about various PFAS release incidents 

AFFF Extinguishers emptied to stormwater 
drainage prior to recharge

AFFF Accidental Escape ςFish kill, flows to 
waterways

IBC of AFFF concentrate dropped through 
fence, flows into creek



Concerns about clients not understanding PFAS

Photo TMR Qld

Mythbusting �² �³�)�R�D�P���F�D�Q���E�H���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���I�O�R�D�W�L�Q�J���E�R�R�P�V�´��(recent industry guideline). 
Foams are soluble and dissolve into the water column !


