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EUGRIS Mission
EUGRIS is a web portal offering information and 
services on topics related to soil and water, initially 
focusing on the problems contaminated land and 
water. EUGRIS operates as a community of 
collaborating projects, people and organisations who 
co-operate to supply information for the benefit of 
everyone and also to promote themselves and 
disseminate their work.

Finding information
Disseminating information
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Open system approach
Two functionalities in one central place:

EUGRIS provides the infrastructure to disseminate
information; but the content and vitality of the
system is as good as the system is populated with
information by users from all parties of the
community



ICCL Meeting, September 2007, Stockholm 
4

Interaction with other EU projects
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Scope of EUGRIS

Brownfields
Contaminated land
Diffuse pollution
Groundwater protection
Integrated water resources management
Sediments
Soil
Water and sanitation
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Technical information
Country pages
Technical topics
Research and funding

Library & links: Listing of all resources
News
Training: conferences and courses
Who does what

Service information
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COUNTRY Detailed pages
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3-level-structure of topics



ICCL Meeting, September 2007, Stockholm 
9



ICCL Meeting, September 2007, Stockholm 

1
0

Add information
dissemination tool
all what you need is a web browser
immediately within minutes

User => news, events, project, funding programme, 
documents, comments, your expertise or your
organisation (use the system)

Country/network/project => new country pages
or technical topics (contact us)
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EUGRIS Quality assurance

1. Content preparation by European experts 
(content pages) and experts from national 
agencies and ministeries (country pages).

2. External advisory group (representing wide 
range of end users) secured relevance of 
information and user-friendly handling of tool

3. Visitors can „make a comment“ on each page

4. Users can submit resources to complete 
information

5. Check of broken links (monthly)
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Future of EUGRIS
Modular structure allows quick integration of new
country pages and further technical topics

International co-operation expands funcionalities
(funding database — SNOWMAN, 
demonstration project database — EURODEMO, 
online seminars — US EPA) 

New cooperations with projects, countries, 
networks, experts have to be established to 
enlarge content — MOKKA

Targeting on new funding for new funcionalities
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User feedback
Great interest from outside Europe as well, but 
language remains a barrier
Linkage of information: e.g., to countries / projects / 
organisations seen as very useful
User interest in analyses and cross comparisons of 
information – additional service?
But…
– Original user interface not liked by many, seen as too 

complicated, “too many things”
– Search tool approach seen as limited, functionality limited
– Content seen as limited

Our self-funded response / “direction of travel”
follows
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Current and New release — work in 
progress
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www.eugris.info — today
…includes recently:

– >80 general technical information zones
– 6 country information zones
– 2,700 resources (documents, software, hardware and web site 

listings)
– 51 funding programmes listings and 220 R&D project listings 
– >300 organisations listings 
– >225 current news items as well as conference / training listings 
– A glossary of >500 terms linked to national definitions and 

translations
– Around 2,100 registered users from all over the world and many 

many more casual visitors interested in viewing its content without 
logging in.

– (currently 40,000 – 50,000 sessions per month – as of May 
2007, which is a high level of traffic, comparable with many 
commercial portals)

http://www.eugris.info/


ICCL Meeting, September 2007, Stockholm 

1
8

Development — step by step
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Strategic alliances 
This stage of development is not enough to generate 
income for all cost types (maintenance, operation, 
development, dissemination, etc.).

Therefore EUGRIS is cooperating with a couple of  EU 
initiatives and projects based on WIN — WIN principles.

Examples : EURODEMO, MOKKA, Common Forum EURODEMO, MOKKA, Common Forum ……
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Example Interface: Common 
Forum

Common Forum Page on their server: www.commonforum.eu
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Mirror “info-bank” in EUGRIS
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CF mirror “info-BOX” in German 
– accesses same metadata 
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Thank you !

contact………………………… 
Jörg Frauenstein

Umweltbundesamt Dessau
Wörlitzer Platz 1, D – 06813 Dessau

joerg.frauenstein@uba.de
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